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"TWO DECADES OF CHALLENGES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS"

Two decades may not seem long but for those involved in the politics of fishing it seems an eternity. Many concerns from 20 

years ago are still valid today. Optimism is a required trait for those involved in efforts to save our fisheries. A pessimist may 

say little has changed. An optimist would suggest that without our 20 years of "fighting the good fight"  our fishing 

opportunities would be severely reduced. 
 
The efforts of many has established the B.C. Federation of Drift Fishers as the "Voice"  of river anglers. Some of these people 

are no longer with us but will not be forgotten. Many of our original directors are still active and contributing to our daily 

activities. We thank all who over the years have contributed to the success of our Federation. 
 
Over the past 20 years we have attempted to balance fish conservation with maximum angler opportunity. We have worked 

with many other organizations with similar concerns and we have cultivated a working relationship with First Nations 

through our participation in Fraser River Peacemakers. Through this relationship we hope to eliminate confl icts and preserve 

a safe healthy fishery for future generations.  We know that goal is shared by our First Nations friends.   
 
We are optimistic that our past collaborations have paid dividends and we are committed to working with the newly formed 

Fraser River Sport Fishing Alliance to ensure that the Fraser River recreational community has a legitimate lobby group to 

protect their rights. We are also proud of our continued participation in the Sport Fish Advisory Board process and its fresh 

water counterpart the Provincial Angler Advisory Team. Both of these groups play an important role in providing advice on 

fresh and salt water issues.  All who participate in either process are to be commended for their dedication.
 
Our longevity and respect within the angling community would not be possible without the support of our banquet donors 

and banquet attendees. These donors are listed in this newsletter and we encourage all to support them. Special thanks to 

our loyal members who have stayed with us over the years and share our goals.  
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It has been an honour serving as your President since the inception of the 

BCFDF.  I still remember the small group of disgruntled anglers meeting 

over a beer in Coquitlam 20 years ago. That humble beginning has morphed 

into a highly respected organization that has and will continue to make a 

difference in B.C fisheries.
 
My passion from 20 years ago still remains.  It's not about us, it's about the 

fish and preserving this Canadian heritage for our children and grand 

children. Together we have made a difference and I remain confident that 

the B.C. Federation of Drift Fishers will continue to play a significant role in 

B.C. fisheries issues for many years.
 
Rod Clapton
President
    

Please come out and celebrate with us our special 
20th Anniversary banquet Nov 5th at the Executive Inn 
Hotel, 405 North Rd., in Coquitlam. We plan on making 
this banquet our best ever recognizing our 20 years of 
efforts to save our priceless fishing heritage for future 
generations. 
 
Tickets are $60 which can be obtained through your 
local director or purchased through  rclapton@shaw.ca
or . Make sure you get your tickets  driftfisher@shaw.ca
early as we expect a sell out!
 
The proceeds from our annual banquet is the primary 
source of revenue for our many efforts protecting fish 
stocks and preserving angler opportunity. We are 
always looking for additional raffle and silent and live 
auction items. Please contact us with any items as 
they are greatly appreciated.     

P R E S ID E N TS  D R IFT:  



                  THOMPSON /CHILCOTIN STEELHEAD AT EXTREME CONSERVATION CONCERN

Joint letters signed off by the B.C. Federation of Drift 
Fishers, B.C. Wildlife Federation and B.C. Federation 
of Fly Fishers have lobbied both the Provincial and 
Federal governments to immediately initiate serious 
discussions on saving the remnants of the 
Thompson/Chilcotin steelhead runs.  These fish are 
close to expiration. All fisheries managers must 
coordinate their responsibilities for protecting and 
enhancing this precious B.C. resource. It will take all 
their joint resources and commitment from all sectors 
to preserve these fish from extinction. 
 
A "Species at Risk"  designation is being reviewed, 
which if implemented would have dramatic impact in 
all areas both fresh and salt water where these 
steelhead migrate. All non selective fisheries, 
particularly gill net fisheries must be either eliminated 
or made more selective, allowing safe release of non 
targeted steelhead. Beach seine fisheries practiced by 
First Nations above Mission have proven effective in 
reducing mortality on these fish.

 

BC's Largest Conservation & Recreation
 Groups Align to get Rivers on the 

Political Radar in run-up to 2017 election
Dear River Advocates,

In light of the great interest in the 2016 BC Endangered Rivers List, and with only a year remaining to the next provincial 
election, a group of BC's largest conservation and recreation groups are coming together to ask all provincial political 
parties to develop policies and positions relating to rivers as part of their election platform. Among those leading the 
campaign are the 100,000 member Outdoor Recreation Council and the 50,000 member BC Wildlife Federation, along 
with other key groups with significant public outreach, such as the Watershed Watch Salmon Society, West Coast 
Environmental Law and the BC Federation of Drift Fishers. Other groups, such as the David Suzuki Foundation, have 
also voiced their support for this initiative. The groups aim to generate a greater public awareness of the importance of 
these issues and persuade all political parties to take positions on these matters.

“ Promoting and generating such discussion is timely in that many British Columbians view the proper care of rivers, 
and our water resources in general, to be among our most pressing environmental issues,”  said Mark Angelo, Outdoor 
Recreation Council Rivers Chair. “ We believe there would be great public support for a multi-faceted approach aimed at 
addressing a host of important issues pertaining to rivers and water,”  he added.

On July 11th Rod Clapton (BCFDF), Mark Angelo (ORC) , Al Martin (BCWF) & Craig Orr (Watershed Watch) met with 
Ministry of Environment Minister Mary Polak and presented our list of 10 major concerns. They were well received and 
commitments were made to review further.Recent discussions between First Nations and the Recreational sector have been positive and demonstrate there is common 

desire to further protect Fraser River steelhead. The major provincial angling organizations support an angling closure on the 
Thompson River if significant reciprocal actions toward reducing mortality is demonstrated from other sectors. 
 
One could suggest the recent total salmon fishing closure on Fraser River salmon to protect endangered sockeye is a 
precedent that should also apply to steelhead stocks at point of "Extreme Conservation"  concern.  It will be interesting to see 
if there is a double standard relating to protecting a B.C. icon.

"Sincere thanks to all our many banquet donors. 
Please ensure you support them"
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As unfortunately demonstrated many times, the Fraser River recreational fishery has been lacking a cohesive, 
consistent voice representing anglers and the many businesses dependent on this fishery. Other sectors are better 
organized and more effective lobbying for their members. 

The recent sport fishing salmon closure on the Fraser River demonstrated 
again that our opportunities are often dictated by the demands of other 
user groups, despite our limited impact on the resource. Most view as 
irresponsible the closure of the entire Fraser River when it's common 
knowledge that the area in question where lack of selective fishing impacts 
on sockeye stocks of concern is confined to an area less than 20 kilometers 
in length. It makes absolutely no sense to close the entire river when the 
majority of the river can be enjoyed by families participating in a Canadian 
heritage while not impacting sockeye.
 
As responsible stewards and Canadian cit izens, we expect more 
consideration from our fisheries managers and expect to be treated with 
the respect that we are entitled.  We are concerned that the fishing future for 
our children and grandchildren is at peril. 
 
The membership of the Fraser River Sport Fishing Alliance (FRSA) 
comprises the many organizations both local & provincial that represent 
anglers, leaders in the tackle industry and the Guides Association. The 
BCFDF played a key role in organizing and launching the FRSA.
 
It is now anticipated that we have a unified voice representing the many 
concerns of the Recreational Fishing community. 

Director Gerry Dewar demonstrating fish  filleting at a 
B.C. Wildlife Federation  youth camp in Mission.
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