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Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

Our annual meeting does not include a 

program, but it is a special time for 

members to get together.  It is also our 

major fund raising event.  We look for-

ward to your presence at the meeting 

where we will also honor our Fly Fisher-

man of the Year and elect our 2018 offi-

cers. 

‘Tis the Season 

It’s the season for family, friends, and giving—yes, the 

holidays are here! The yard work is done and the weather 

is chilly, so sitting by a fire with a stack of fishing maga-

zines and a beverage is an ideal activity… that also seems 

to lead me to reflecting on the (fishing) year gone by. 

 

The water was good this year. The seep lakes were brim-

ming, and the rivers were full which, it would seem, 

bodes well for our fish populations in the upcoming sea-

son. Summer’s memorable trips, including Rock Island 

Lake in B.C., camps in Montana, and visits to the St. Joe, 

well, dance in my head as I dream of a future of fishing. 

 

With the bird season here and birds aplenty, and a steel-

head run better than predicted, being a sportsman seems 

better than ever. What could make the season any better? 

Why, the Christmas Raffle on December 12th, of course. 

Remember, this is the Club’s primary fund raiser, so 

bring your money and come enjoy a fun, festive evening 

with your fellow Club members. 

 

The IEFFC New Year looks great with its new leadership 

and Board members in place and lots of good programs, 

including a strong push to expand projects and club visi-

bility. At the suggestion of a member, the Board also 

voted to open our February meeting, which lands on the 

day before Valentines, to wives and significant others. 

We’re planning to do something special but will need 

your RSVP for a head-count. Should be fun, and will help 

move our Club towards the 21st century. More to come! 

 

Roster Changes 

Frank Faha-New Address 

2850 E. Rockhurst Lane Apt.953, Spokane, WA 99223 

 

Chet Allison-New Address and Phone 

9280 N. Woodridge Ct., Spokane, WA 99208 

Phone 509-362-5320  (No longer have a land line). 

 

Dick Avery-New member 

Phone numbers 325-2365 (home)  998-4072 (cell) 

 

Dave Gunderson-New member (sort of) 

Phone 710-9970 

 

Bob Littlejohn-New member 

Phone 206-498-6084 

President’s message (continued) 

Thank you all for allowing me to serve as your 

IEFFC President—it’s been a great experience, and 

good fun! The Club is in good hands and positioned 

for the future. Happy holidays, and we’ll see you at 

our next meeting. 

 

Tight lines, Jim 
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DID YOU KNOW 

By Jerry McBride 

Keith Kuester –The Right Stuff 
 

Keith and I recently sat down and talked about his career in the US Air Force.  I came away convinced that if you bring 

the right stuff there are tremendous opportunities available in the military.  If a young person is considering a career in 

the military they should talk to Keith. 

 

Here are some of the highlights of our talk: 

 

-After four years of college and no degree Keith entered the USAF in 

1951.  He joined as an enlisted man and retired in 1974 as a Lieutenant 

Colonel. 

-He trained as a control tower operator and an air traffic controller at-

taining the rank of sergeant. Keith was accepted for aviation cadet 

school and trained as a fighter pilot receiving a commission as a 2nd 

Lieutenant. 

-After graduation and flying F86’s he was authorized to break the sound 

barrier (mach 1) one time.  This was accomplished by diving straight 

down from 35,000 feet under full power.  Later on he got to fly an RF4 

straight and level at mach 2.26. 

-Some of the planes that Keith flew while in the USAF were the B25, 

F80, F86, F84F, RF84F, RF4, and RF101. 

-At the start of the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs Keith was in 

a group of twenty fighter pilots selected to serve as the senior class for 2 

½ years.  They lived and trained with the cadets.  Keith said that at that 

time as part of their training he could run 3 ½ miles with the cadets, holding his rifle at “high port”.  During this time he 

had the opportunity to fly with astronaut Buzz Aldrin in F86’s. 

-In 1962 he was one of six pilots sent on a special three month mission to Saudi Arabia and got to see and stay in several 

locations on the Arabian Peninsula. 

-Keith spent seven years flying in Europe.  When he was stationed in France his roommate was Henry Gibson who went 

on to be part of the TV show Laugh-In. 

-He ferried F84’s to Turkey as part of a US program to provide them with airplanes. 

-While in Turkey he was invited to go hunting for Kiklik (Chukars).  They are native to Turkey. 

-At a Moroccan ski resort Keith met a man who flew with and instructed the legendary aviator Billy Mitchell during 

World War I. 

-He participated in the early days of aerial refueling.  Converted B29’s were used as tankers.  The B29’s flew as fast as 

they could go and the F84’s were going as slow as they could.  It took concentration by the pilot to fly up and engage the 

nozzle that was at the end of a hose trailing off of the wing of the B29.  After night refueling missions Keith said he was 

completely exhausted. 

-Keith flew with the Dutch Air Force for three years.  They required him to go through their water survival training pro-

gram.  The final test consisted of flying under a primitive parasail towed by a speedboat and dropping into the North 

Sea.  Before hypothermia set in you had to get out from under of the parachute canopy and climb into your one-man 

dingy. 

-During his career Keith went through survival schools in Europe, Fairchild and the Philippines.  Of the three, the one in 

Europe was the toughest.  After his “capture” he spent five days in the basement of a German farm house with four or 

five inches of water on the floor undergoing multiple interrogation sessions.  Keith said the Fairchild survival school was 

“a piece of cake”. 

-Keith received the Distinguished Flying Cross for 14 low altitude reconnaissance missions “up north” during the Viet-

nam War.  He flew as low as 200 feet and as fast as 600 mph in a RF4 Phantom taking photos of North Vietnamese mis-

sile sites . 

 

It was a pleasure and an honor to sit down with Keith and talk about his Air Force days.  We owe a huge debt of grati-

tude to the millions of service men and women, some who have made the ultimate sacrifice to protect our way of life.  



Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

Boat Ramp Etiquette 

Float fishermen have to share the river not only with each other but recreational and commercial whitewater rafters and 

kayakers. Boat ramps can be become chaotic and tensions can rise when proper boat ramp etiquette is ignored.  

Here’s 20 tips for avoiding trouble and saving time while putting in and taking out your boat. 

 

1.  Arrive early before or after most boats tend to start their day. You’ll have more space and time to get things done.  

2.  If you are floating with other boats as part of a group, make your plan for the day now not on the ramp. Boat ramps 

aren’t the spot to hold an important conversation. 

3. Rig your boat well away from the ramp BEFORE putting in. Most boat ramps have nearby staging areas. Use them. 

This is the spot for pumping up rafts, unstrapping your boat, getting your oars ready, and putting plugs in the drift boat. 

4. Load up your boat first at the staging area as well. Load your life jackets, cooler, boat bag, fly rods, and raingear 

before backing in. There’s nothing worse than waiting for someone to do all of this while they’re clogging up a spot on 

the ramp, slowing down everyone behind them. Not all boaters are polite or patient and you’ll get a well-deserved ear-

ful if you are the person slowing everyone else down. 

5. Know how to back up a trailer. Sounds simple but waiting for someone who has jackknifed a trailer while ten groups 

wait their turn is a common issue on the river. 

6. WAIT YOUR TURN in the queue. DO NOT cut people off. 

7. Drop your boat in quickly but SAFELY. Watch for people walking around on the ramp behind you or boats that may 

be in the way. Move your boat quickly away from the ramp and secure it or anchor it. DO NOT anchor directly in from 

of the ramp. 

8. After dropping in and anchoring away from the ramp, quickly but safely pull your rig off the ramp. This is not the 

time to load your boat up with gear from your rig. Proceed to the parking area. 

9. DO NOT drive like a maniac around boat ramps and parking areas. There are people who will not be paying atten-

tion. Often there are small children around who have no idea what is going on and don’t understand the danger of mov-

ing vehicles and boat trailers in areas with limited visibility. 

10. DO NOT rig your fly rods with your boat on the ramp or while your boat is parked in the water directly in front of 

the ramp. This is a very common and annoying problem that prevents people behind you from putting in quickly. Row 

your boat a short distance from the ramp and rig there. Better yet rig your fly rods before you even drop your boat in 

and then load them into the boat before you drop in. 

11. Get in your boat and float well away from the ramp and then begin fishing. Dodging backcasts on the ramp is not 

fun. 

12. BE READY for the takeout before you get there. Have your boat buttoned up and well organized before reaching 

the ramp. 

13. DO NOT stage your boat directly on the ramp. Park upstream in a safe spot like an eddy and make sure your boat is 

well anchored or tied off. 

14 WAIT YOUR TURN in the queue if there are boats ahead of you. This is a great time to derig rods, zip up boat 

bags, secure life jackets, pick up trash in the boat and tie down oars. 

15. Head to your vehicle while the boat ahead of you is taking out. Back down when your spot opens and load your 

boat quickly. Now is not the time to rehash the day’s fishing. Get off the ramp quickly. 

16. DO NOT load every piece of gear on the boat into your truck while your boat sits on the ramp and those behind you 

wait. You’ll get some dirty looks if you’re clogging up traffic behind you. Leave the gear in the boat and move your 

vehicle and boat away from the ramp. Load your gear into your vehicle there. 

17. Just because you are on a boat ramp on a more remote or less busy section of river does not mean you can throw 

these rules out the window. Be considerate of the boat that might show up any minute. 

18. Offer a helping hand wherever and whenever possible. Helping to pull a boat on or off a trailer, moving gear out of 

the way, politely directing traffic or advising onlookers to stay safely out of the way will all go a long ways to speed 

things up. 

19. Many visiting fishing and whitewater clients do understand the chaos or potential danger of boat ramps. Let them 

know the safest place is well away from the ramp. 

20. You will deal with boaters who will not follow any of these rules. Deal with it as politely as possible. Screaming at 

someone rarely makes things go faster. Be polite and have fun. Sometimes during the busy season waiting on others is 

just part of the program at the boat ramp. 

 

Here’s to a safe and fun float fishing   

Brody Henderson, Guide and Content Writer  
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December 12th Meeting-Annual Holiday Raffle/Auction 
 

The month of December always brings us our Christmas Raffle where members only get the opportunity to 

obtain great, mostly fishing related, items.  

December 12th is the special day this year.   

 

Your Raffle Committee is able to purchase or receive through donation hundreds of items that you will get a 

chance to own from the Raffle or bid on at the Silent Auction. We are still trying to procure some more fish-

ing trips from our members as well as discounted trips from guides. Do you know of a guide who might offer 

a 2 for 1 fishing trip? Are you a member of a private club where you might take the winning Club member if 

they win the raffle?  

 

Besides the items that the Club purchases for the Raffle, we ask that the membership also furnish items that 

your fellow fly fisherman would love to own. Many of you have the talents to tie great fly patterns, donate 

your own guided trip to a special fishing place, and give fishing and non-fishing related items for the Raffle. 

You can bring these items to the meeting on December 12th or make contact with one of the Raffle Commit-

tee members to arrange pickup ahead of time. Some of our Raffle Committee members include Gordon Ol-

son, Randy Shaber, Rick Ripley and Stephen Aspinwall. 

A few days ahead of the Raffle we will email a listing of those items that we have procured up to that point. 

This will give those (who have email) the chance to peruse the list for those items that you most want and 

make arrangements with friends to collaborate your tickets or bidding for your most desired item or fishing 

trip. Some of the Raffle goodies include the ability to purchase an item or fishing trip at discount. Please re-

member to support those manufacturers, guides and retailers who contribute to this fund raising activity. 

 

See you at the Raffle and bring lots of extra money to buy lots of tickets and opportunities for great goodies! 

 

With our fiscal year ending on December 31st, it is very important that all raffle items are paid for at 

the annual meeting.  Make sure you bring your check book or enough cash so that we can collect on all 

items including silent auction items.  Your cooperation is appreciated. 

Dave and Amelia Jensen gave a wonderful presentation on fishing New Zealand and the Alberta province of 

British Columbia at our October meeting.  They truly enjoyed coming to speak with us and are happy to 

share any information or help they can with our club members.  To contact Dave and Amelia you can go to 

their website at www.jensenflyfishing.com  

Dave and Amelia have been working with Orvis to produce How-to videos that can be found at the Orvis 

Learning Center: http://howtoflyfish.orvis.com/advanced-tactics  Some of their instructional videos can also 

be viewed on youtube (search "Jensen fly fishing").  They also have produced two extensive video books, 

"Sight Fishing" and "Stripped Down: The Brown Trout Project", which are available for purchase online.  If 

interested in these videos please go to their Video on Demand page at the following site:  

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/browntrout 

 

If interested in fishing  with Dave and Amelia, they will be doing a limited number of guide days in 

2018 that focus on sight-fishing and head hunting some nice trout in the rivers and streams of Alberta, 

B.C.  Please go to their website to contact them about scheduling a guided trip with them.  

Dave and Amelia Jensen 

http://www.jensenflyfishing.com/
http://howtoflyfish.orvis.com/advanced-tactics
https://vimeo.com/ondemand/browntrout
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FLY OF THE MONTH 

 

        October Caddis Jig       December 2017         Bob Littlejohn

October Caddis are prime fall trout food on the Yakima and other Eastern Washington rivers, in their several 

variations.  In the past I’ve used Stimulators and Bloody Mary’s to cover above and sub surface applications.  

This year when I was getting ready for an October trip to the Yakima, I started looking for other options.  I’ve 

been experimenting with Jig Hooks for a variety of flies and initially tied this on a horizontal jig hook using mate-

rials that I already had at my desk.  I’ve since made some minor changes resulting in a slightly better, easier to tie, 

version. A trip to the Yakima revealed very positive results, and this will be one of my go-to sub-surface flies, in a 

variety of colors, throughout the seasons.      

Materials: 

Hook: Wapsi (Cabela’s) Jig Head Ball, Style 1/80 Size 10 (Gold or Plain) 

Weight: 6 to 8 turns of .020 Lead wire 

Thread: Fire Orange UTC Ultra Thread or other strong thread 

Body: Amber Super Floss or Flexi Floss 

Segmenting: Fine gold wire 

Detail: Brown Sparkle Dubbing 

 

 Step 1: Flatten barb and secure hook in vise and wrap 6 to 8 tight turns of lead wire.  

Compress the wraps of wire forward against the ball. 

 

 

Step 2: Start your thread mid-shank and wrap forward tightly over the lead wire to hold it 

in place, and return back to the shank with a few more tight wraps behind the lead wire to 

hold it forward against the ball. 

 

 

 

Step 3:  Tie in the wire on the top of the shank. 

 

 

Step 4:  Tie in the Super Floss and add additional wraps of thread to build up a tapered 

body finish with the thread just behind the ball. 

 

 

Step 5:  Wrap forward with the floss, stretching it slightly to form a smooth tapered body, 

anchoring the floss behind the ball and trimming the excess. 

 

 

Step 6: Wrap forward with the gold wire to form 5-7 segments, ending at the ball, tie off 

and trim the excess. 

 

 

Step 7: Lay the thread across your left forefinger to flatten it, and use a bodkin to split the 

thread. Open the thread and insert a very small amount of Sparkle Dubbing, flattening it 

out over about a ½” to ¾” section of thread.  While leaving a short area behind the ball for 

final wraps, wrap the dubbing while brushing the strands to the rear.   

Whip-finish between the dubbing and ball and apply Head Cement or Hard as Nails on 

the final wraps, for better survival as it bounces along the bottom.  Remember the hook 

tip will be up as it is being fished.  



Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles 

should be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

Toys For Tots—2017 

To Join FFF simply go to the website listed:  
 http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/ 

Click Membership, Click join then the blue round button. 

Join the FFI today 

Fly Fishers International 

Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing 

 

The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club 

FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner 

The WSCIFFF through your support can continue our mission to conserve and restore 

our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish and fish-

eries. 

 

 

Our November meeting is historically dedicated to honoring our veterans while also contribut-

ing to our community by raising funds and donating toys for area children.  This year was no 

exception. 

 

Members brought a large number of toys for donation and donated over $700.00 for the 

Marines to purchase additional toys.  Toys for Tots representatives and Marines Jim 

Brown and Bill Bean were present to collect the toys and funds, while also addressing the 

membership regarding the importance of this annual project. 

 

Thank you to all of the 

IEFFC members who con-

tributed to this great pro-

gram. 

Jim Brown Bill Bean and Jim Brown 


