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SEPTEMBER MEETING 
INLAND EMPIRE FLY FISHING CLUB 
MUKOGAWA FORT WRIGHT INSTITUTE 
COMMONS 
September 10, 2019 
Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 

Editors: Lee Funkhouser and Guy Gregory 

SEPTEMBER 10 MEETING 
Cutthroat!  

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

September’s program features 

our own Leon Buckles. He’ll 

present on the "Colorado Cut-

throat Classic".   Leon took a 

trip to Colorado this last year 

in a quest to catch the three sub

-species of cutthroat native to 

the state.  He’ll describe this do

-it-yourself trip in pursuit of 

the Colorado Cutthroat  Slam: 

the Greenback, the Colorado 

River, and the Rio Grande cut-

throat. None of them are in this 

picture.  This is a DIY trip anyone in the club could do 

without too much money except gas, food and camping.   

 
 

President’s Message-continued 
 
members, and committee chairs over time. 
 
     This is the time of year when the Nomination Committee 
is looking for volunteers.  Please contact me, Bob Schmitt, or 
Jim Athearn to express your interest. 
     We finished spring with a great May meeting and great 
attendance, I look forward to seeing you for the fall kickoff 
September 10th at another successful fall meeting 

   Welcome back everyone from a summer that hopefully entailed 
many enjoyable fishing outings.  I enjoyed a week at Corbett Lake 
in B.C. with several club members.  The 'fly whisperer' - (“Hey can 
you give me some of your flies that are working") - Pat Kendall 
said to tell everyone hello and that he misses razzing them.  Also 
some good outings to Browns Lake and Long Lake.  I have heard 
reports of many trips: Grindstone Lk., Yakima R., NF Coeur d 
Alene, Rufus Woods, Omak Lk., N. Fk. Platte, Missouri R., Salt 
R., Provo R., Bailey Lk. and many others.  Also B.C. steelhead 
trips, Alaska and B.C.salmon and several salt water excursions for 
various species - ask Leon and Jim Athearn about their 4 fishermen 
and 19 1/2 albacore trip!  
 
     We of course have great fall fishing headed our way; but we 
also have great club meetings to look forward to.  Bob has some 
terrific programs lined up; we have more service programs in front 
of us and it will be great to see you all at our meetings.  Oh, speak-
ing of seeing you at meetings, Fr. David Kuttner has transferred 
back and should be joining us.  Also we have had several inquiries 
about the club from possible new members and should see them 
visiting this fall. 
 
     For those unable to attend Steve Moran's memorial service, it 
was very nice and heartwarming to see so many members in at-
tendance.  I counted 17 at one point and noted his Service Award 
Plaque on display.  Linda, Steve's wife, wanted it there because it 
was so important to him. 
   
     Your officers, board members, and committee chairs have been 
active handling ongoing club business.  All of these fine gentlemen 
have my very sincere gratitude and thanks.  As people progress 
through Club Officer positions and fulfill terms there is always a 
need for other members to step up and help support this great or-
ganization.  
  
   For those who have not done so yet, please know that serving 
I.E.F.F.C. is very rewarding.  It’s a wonderful way to strengthen 
and expand club ties and build new friendships, AND is very nec-
essary to the club's continued viability!  Please evaluate your situa-
tion and decide where you can help.  It can be to help with service 
projects and committees, but it must also be as officers, board  

NEW FFI PRESIDENT AND CEO 

Fly Fishers International (FFI), announced in May that Pat-
rick H. Berry has been named as the organization’s new pres-
ident and chief executive officer. Berry brings over 27 years 
of experience within the environmental conservation field, 
having come to FFI from the Vermont Community Founda-
tion where he served as vice president of philanthropy. 
”Thanks to the passion and engagement of the board of direc-
tors and the dedication and hard work of the FFI staff, I am 
fortunate to be taking the reins of an organization ready for a 
transformational chapter in its history,” said Berry. “It is an 
honor to be chosen to lead such an important organization in 
the world of fly fishing and conservation.”  
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ROCKY FORD SIGNS COMPLETE 
By Jerry McBride, Conservation Chairman 

Sign sponsored by IEFFC 

On June 18, 2019 three signs were installed at Rocky Ford Creek near Soap Lake, WA. 

This project got its start in March 2018.  Byron Jones of the Wenatchee Valley Fly Fishers (WVFF)  watched in 
frustration as a person at Rocky Ford badly mishandled the release of a fish.  He talked with Harry Lane, president 
of their club and they decided that some signs with educational information on how to properly release a fish 
would be helpful.  Harry contacted our club and asked if we would be interested in partnering with them on some 
signs. 

The IEFFC board of directors was supportive of the project and in addition to our club and the WVFF we man-
aged to bring in the Dry Side Fly Fishers and the Washington State Council of Fly Fishers International 
(WSCFFI) as partners. 

We agreed on a final concept.   The clubs would construct three 4’ x 4’ signs mounted in angle iron frames, one 
for each parking lot.  Information on the signs included WDFW rules for Rocky Ford, information on how to 
properly play and release a fish and a link to a video from KEEPEMWET that shows how to play and release a 
fish.  WDFW approved the concept, the WSCFFI gave us permission to use their written information on playing 
and releasing a fish and KEEPEMWET gave us permission to reference their video and use their logo. 

Our club took the lead on providing the signs.  The frames were made in Floyd Holmes’ shop.  Floyd did the 
welding and painting.  After that the signs were mounted in the frames and the completed assemblies loaded in 
Jim Athearn’s trailer for transport to Rocky Ford.  The following members helped at various stages in this project: 
Jim Athearn, Phil Beck, Scott Fink, Lee Funkhouser, Floyd Holmes, Bob Johnson and Jerry McBride. 

Each of the partners put in $615 to fund the $2460 cost of the project.  The three fly clubs installed the sign they 
sponsored on June 18.  The IEFFC provided lunch for all of the participants. 

This project was well supported by individuals we worked with at several organizations. 

Chris Donley, Chad Jackson and Mike Schmuck at WDFW,   Bill Wheeler, President of the WSCFFI, Virgil Red-
wine, President of the Dry Side Fly Fishers, Harry Lane, President of the Wenatchee Valley Fly Fishers, and Bry-
an Huskey, KEEPEMWET Fishing.  

Nobody said there was rocks at Rocky Ford! 
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Who are these guys? 
Rocky Ford sign installers 

 

  

 
 
 

IEFFC Sign Crew     
L to R – Lee Funkhouser, Jim Athearn, Cam Pass-
more (Jim’s grandson), Jerry McBride and Scott 
Fink 

Dry Side Fly Fishers Sign Crew 
L to R – Doug Pope, Mike Williams, Virgil Red-
wine, Bob Levin and Bob Donahue 

Wenatchee Valley Fly Fishers Sign Crew 
L to R – Byron Jones, Bob Bartlett, Tom 
Whiteside and Harry Lane 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 

You're missing out on a great education and entertainment resource in our Club's Video Library.  There are 130 
videos on everything pertaining to fly fishing.  Back in the olden days, the library was at Fenton Roskelly's 

house and Fenton's wife was the librarian.  One had to go to his house to check out a video - and business was 
brisk.  Nowadays of course a lot of the videos are on YouTube, but there are many that are only available in  

our library. The list of all the videos is on the Club's website, so check it out and pick a video. You can advance 
your angling education and enjoy the learning process in the comfort of your viewing room.  Beats hell outa 

watching the news. 

CLUB VIDEO LIBRARY 

Heads up!  We need volunteers for two club conservation activities in September. 
  
Bayley Lake Spawning Channel Cleanup Saturday, September 21, 2019 -  Two "Veterans" and Five Addi-
tional Volunteers Needed 
  
The plan is to have five "veterans" who have done the cleanup before that have boats and pair them up with five 
additional club volunteers to go up on Saturday September 21, 2019 and clean up the spawning channel between 
Potters Pond and Bayley Lake.  Clearing the overgrown grass along the channel and renewing the gravel in the 
spawning beds enables rainbow trout to get rid of their eggs and then return to Bayley Lake and live another 
year.  Usually it takes about two hours to do the cleanup then we go fishing on Bayley Lake.  The club buys us all 
breakfast at Zips in Chewelah and Bob Schmitt has volunteered to provide lunch for all of us.  This is a great op-
portunity to help improve fishing in Bayley Lake and to learn how to fish it if you haven't ever been there before. 
  
At this point we have three "veterans" committed so need two more.  We need five additional volunteers to pair up 
with them. 
  
Spokane Hatchery Fin Clipping, September 23 and 24 - Seven Volunteers Needed Each Day 
  
We have been doing this for WDFW at the hatchery along with the Spokane Fly Fishers and other organizations 
for many years.  The schedule Typically people volunteer to fin clip one day.  WDFW provides lunch for the vol-
unteers. 
  
If you have a question or would like to get on the list of volunteers for either of these activities contact me 
via email at jerry.r.mcbride@gmail.com and you can call or text me at 509-590-6372. 

PONTOON BOAT FOR SALE 

Used Outcast PAC 900 Pontoon Boat for sale.  All accessories, including anchor, oar rights, oar retainers and 
rod holder.  Pontoons almost new.  New price is $1499.  Will sell to IEFFC member for $750.  Contact Jim 

McDevitt at (509)951-8507.  

BRISTOL BAY UPDATE 

Between another year of strong salmon runs, unique programming for youth in the region, and the Pebble mine 
continuing to be pushed forward, it's been a roller coaster season for Bristol Bay. Several advocacy organizations 
are sending updates to newsletters with current information on salmon runs, sport and commercial fishing advo-
cacy activities, and the progression of the Pebble Mine EIS and permitting process. To connect with this infor-
mation, Trout Unlimited members can connect through the TU website, Savebristolbay.org has an active site, 
and WSCFFI has a news feed to which you can subscribe.          

mailto:jerry.r.mcbride@gmail.com


Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

FLY OF THE MONTH 
 

   Crazy Comet    September 2019          Hans Weilenmann 

The Comet series of flies are well known to anadromous fish anglers throughout the northwest. This fairly 
simple tie uses eyes to get down in the water column, with flash and gaudy colors to attract fish.  This is a 
go-to pattern on the west coast for Chinook Salmon, as well as for the steelhead that follow them.  Check 
out Hans’ excellent video:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYvmyuNCnGE  

Hook: Tiemco 202SP #4  
Thread: Benecchi 12/0, black  
Eyes: Bead chain  
Body: Diamond Braid, hot pink  
Tail: Bucktail, dyed purple  
Flash: Krystal Flash, fluorescent shrimp pink  
Hackle: Whiting Coq de Leon hen saddle, dyed dark purple  

 

 
 
 
 
Tie in eyes on the bottom of the hook.  Tie in body material on the bottom, at the 
front.  Tie in tail material on top of the hook 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spiral wrap back from the front of the hook to between the point and barb of the 
hook, leaving a tail about a hook length.  Wrap the thread forward to behind the eyes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wrap the body material forward, nice and tight.  Tie down firmly and glue.  Apply 
Krystal Flash underwing, about as long as the tail and distributed around the hook. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tie in the purple saddle hackle by the tip, whip finish. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYvmyuNCnGE


The Idaho Fish and Game Commission recently opened the fall Chinook salmon fishing season on the Snake, 
Salmon and Clearwater rivers starting Aug. 24 and reduced the fall steelhead bag limit to one fish per day and 

three in possession.   
 

Also, recently the states of ID, WA, and OR developed a Fisheries Management and Evaluation Plan that outlines 
a strategy to allow harvest of wild and unclipped hatchery fish dependent on the size of the run.  The plan has 

received public review and is hoped by the states to be approved by the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) in early September.  If approved, this would allow anglers to harvest adult fall chinook salmon with an 
adipose fin.   

 
For chinook in Idaho, separate seasons and bag limits apply to the Snake/Salmon systems and the Clearwater sys-

tem. In general, the Snake opened August 24, and will close October 31, 2019. Six (6) adipose clipped fish can be 
retained per day, with no limit on jacks.  The Clearwater opened August 24, and will close on October 13.   Vari-

ous reaches are open various days, you really need to check the website at https://idfg.idaho.gov/fish/chinook/
rules before you go. 

 
Idaho steelhead limits are now one adipose-clipped fish per day, three in possession, with no fish larger than 28 
inches to be kept. These rules are similar to other years; restricted harvest of steelhead in the Clearwater to only 

those fish less than 28 inches is done to insure brood needs are met. 
  

In Washington, two areas are open for Chinook. 1, Snake River from the mouth (Burbank to Pasco Railroad 
Bridge at Snake River mile 1.25) to Lower Granite Dam, and B) Clarkston: Snake River from the downstream 

edge of the large power lines crossing the Snake River (just upstream from West Evans Road on the south shore) 
upstream to the Oregon/Idaho border. Adult hatchery fall Chinook, marked by a clipped adipose fin, and all jack 
chinook over 12 inches can be retained in these sections of the Snake River, with a daily limit of 6 adult hatchery 

Chinook and no daily limit for jack Chinook. All other salmon must be released. The fishery is open seven days 
per week.  

 
For steelhead, low returns of steelhead have been predicted for the Snake River and tributaries this year and re-

turns will be monitored as the season progresses. For now, existing rules (3 hatchery fish per day) remain in 
place. Anglers should continue to check emergency regulations for new and changing seasons, and refer to the 

2019-20 Washington Sport Fishing Rules pamphlet for other rules and regulations. 
 
Interestingly, wild steelhead returns are not doing as bad as the hatchery returns this year.  In fact, more wild 

steelhead have passed over Bonneville Dam then have hatchery steelhead as of late August.  The wild steelhead 
return is still down, but more have passed over Bonneville Dam (as of 8/21/19) than what we saw in 2017, 2018, 

and most of the 1990’s by the same date. 
  

The rules are very complicated about where and when to fish, and are subject to change on a moments notice. 
Please make sure you go to the IDFG or WDFW websites for updates to stay legal.  

FLYLEAF CONTRIBUTIONS 

Your input is welcome!  If you have articles to contribute to the Fly Leaf, make sure you 
send them to the newsletter email: flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com before the last Friday of the 
Month! Lee and Guy will get your story, your fly of the month, whatever, into the next 
issue...  
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ANADROMOUS FISH RULE CHANGES 
By Guy Gregory 



NORTH FORK Cd’A CLEANUP 
By Jerry McBride 
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Earlier this year we were invited by the North Idaho Fly Casters (NIFC) to participate along with some other 
organizations in a cleanup of the North Fork of the Coeur d’Alene River.  Since many members of our club 
fish the North Fork we felt this was a worthwhile project.  We have a long history of working with the NIFC 
on projects.  Tom McLaughlin, Conservation Chair for NIFC and his helpers did an exceptional job of organ-

izing this event. 
 
Our member Bryan Harman represented our club 
at planning meetings for the cleanup.  It was Bry-
an’s idea to put up several banners advertising the 
event.  We purchased two 4’ x 8’ banners and Bry-
an put them up about 10 days before the cleanup.  
Our in-house graphic artist Lee Funkhouser creat-
ed the banners.  Even the printer of the banners 
remarked on the quality of the artwork.  The date 
portion of the banners can be changed so if the 
cleanup becomes an annual event the banners can 
be reused. 
 
  
 
 
 

 
We had seven of our members volunteer for the 
cleanup. 
 
IEFFC Cleanup Volunteers L to R: John Bennett, 
Bryan Harmon, Jim Athearn, Bob Johnson, Lee 
Funkhouser, Phil Beck and Jerry McBride 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fifty volunteers picked up enough trash to 

fill up the bed of a pickup. 
 
It was encouraging that pretty much all of the volunteers found way less trash than they expected given that 
there are literally thousands of people floating the river on summer weekends. 
 
After the cleanup we were treated to a barbecue put on the North Idaho Fly Casters. 
 
After lunch honors were given out for the most unique item found (a doorknob) and the most gross item (not 
sure what that was).  John Bennett and I missed this part of the program because we were out looking for Phil 
Beck.  After considerable travel up and down the roads on each side of the river we found Phil along the high-
way still picking up trash an hour or more after all the rest us had quit and gone to the lunch.  I wish there had 
been an award for the most dedicated volunteer.  Phil would have won it hands down.  Not only did he work 
the longest and probably picked up the most trash, he waded across the river up to his waist in jeans and spent 
the rest of the day wearing them.  Why did Phil wade across the river?  Good question.  By the time we got 
back to cleanup headquarters the food and equipment had been pretty well picked up and put away.  The cook 
was gracious enough to pull out some food for Phil so he didn’t go hungry. 

  



 
If this were a mere fish story, I wouldn’t expect anyone to buy it. I took photos. The characters include 
three humans, many large arctic grayling and one pissed-off duck. 
 
When in the Alaskan wilderness, it’s common sense to be concerned about bears. We carried bear spray, 
but our fears about potential bear attacks were seemingly misplaced. No one warned us of the dangers of 
recalcitrant waterfowl. 
 
It was truly the trip of a lifetime. My brother and I were in Alaska and made arrangements to have a float 
plane drop us into a remote, wilderness lake full of gigantic arctic grayling. There were the two of us, a 
guide, three float tubes, rods, reels, etc., but first the fish story: 
 
As our float plane gained altitude with the promise of returning to pick us up that afternoon, I was first to 
jump into my waders and get my float tube inflated. I’d caught grayling before in Yellowstone, so I knew 
the fishing was not going to be rocket science. While they are worthy opponents on the end of a line, they 
are not especially difficult to catch. Without even consulting our guide, I tied on a small crystal bugger, 
tossed it out and started trolling.  
 
It wasn’t long before a fish crushed my bugger, yet I 
wasn’t rightfully prepared for the size of these fish. My 
rod was almost wrenched from my grip. I never sus-
pected an arctic grayling could grow to 27-inches.  
 
While the guide was still inflating my brother’s tube, 
he managed to hook one from the bank, which is how 
we first meet the duck. We had seen the loon paddling 
around about 20 feet off shore and thought nothing of it, 
until he hooked a fish. Suddenly the loon came at my 
brother and his thrashing grayling like a Polaris missile. 
The bird wanted that fish! 
 
After finally driving the loon away with violent swings of his net, my brother managed to land and release 
the fish. We laughed it off and went back to the business of fishing. Thankfully the loon left us alone after 
that, not seeming to like being around our float tubes. 
 
That afternoon a wind came up making it difficult to kick back to where were supposed to meet the float 

plane. I was far away from my brother and the guide, and fig-
ured it would be quicker and easier to get out of the water and 
drag the tube back along the bank.  
 
There was that duck again, I noticed, watching me from about 
20-feet out in the water. Then, Polaris missile time again- 
 
The big, angry bird shrieked and came out of the water full-
throttle after… me! All I could do was  maneuver my float tube 
between us for protection, at which point it extended it’s wings, 
shrieked again and POW, stabbed my float tube with its bill. 
SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS… 
 

Maybe it wasn’t a bear attack, but my heart was pounding pretty well. I backed the shrinking tube away 
from the bird, who thankfully did not pursue. When I met my brother and the guide back at our pickup 
spot dragging the lifeless tube, I had a fish story of another sort to tell. 
 
Since then I’ve read that female loons can become quite aggressive while protecting their nests, so I gath-
er there must have been one close by. I suppose the lesson is to expect the unexpected in the wilderness or 
you could end up like I did, in the looney bin. 

Tales from the Looney Bin 
By Chip O’Brien 

Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles 
should be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  


