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Tuesday, May 11, 2021
Wet Fly Hour 5:30pm
Dinner 6:30pm

Ramada Inn Airport
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jon Bowne
April was quite a month. I finally got a chance to get out and
do some fishing. I had a great float trip down the North Fork to
the main channel of the Coeur d’ Alene with Bob Johnson and
Jim Athearn. Bob’s drift boat has those leg braces that enable
you to stand up to cast and not fall in. They do require you to
constantly shift your weight to stay balanced so I was still
standing in that thing for about 24 hours afterward until I got
my sea legs.
A big thank you to Rep. Schrier and Rep. Kilmer for introducing legislation to create specific authorization for Legacy Roads
and Trails Funding through 2030 to ensure that annual appropriations are targeted toward projects that address impacts to
watersheds from roads and trails.
The board decided to try for an in person general membership
meeting in May. I have sent out a survey in Google Forms for
you to tell us whether or not your will be attending. I will still
Zoom the meeting but it will be shot from my laptop camera, so
the quality may not be the best.
Sadly, Steven Dixon will be leaving the area so there will be a
vacancy in the membership committee. I will be looking for a
volunteer for that job. Also, Chet Allison is going to have his
hands full as president of the Spokane Fly Fishers next year and
will vacate the FFI Liaison position. I’ll need an FFI member to
take on that responsibility.
Fun fact: Recently a young girl whose leg was firmly in the
jaws of a huge alligator was able to get loose by sticking her
fingers in the reptile’s nostrils causing it to open its mouth
slightly to breathe, allowing her to escape. I know it’s true. It
was on the Internet. I hear it works with grizzlies (but you have
to be quick).
Jim Athearn reported on the Conservation and Education Contract with WSCFFI. An opportunity arose where an IEFFC
member was interested in making a generous and substantial

Editors: Lee Funkhouser and Guy Gregory

May Presentation
Rocky Ford Creek
For the May 11th meeting IEFFC
member Lee Funkhouser will be
giving a presentation on Rocky
Ford Creek. The presentation
will discuss the return to respectability of the fishery and how to
fish it with success.
Lee has been fishing Rocky Ford Creek for a number of
years and has gained much of his knowledge from observing
tactics and tips from various members in the club. By adding that information to his own observations he has enjoyed
increasing success fishing this impressive body of water.
If you have never fished Rocky Ford or have moved away
from fishing it in recent years, this is a presentation you
should see. The creek is fishing very well and for that reason Lee has entitled his presentation “Rocky Ford—The
Fish Are Back”.
President’s Message (continued)
donation to the club. While we are a tax-exempt organization,
we are classified as a social club and donations to our club do
not qualify for tax exemption as they would if we were a 501
(c)(3) charitable organization. The Budget Committee and
Board of Directors began discussions with the Washington
State Council of Fly Fishers International (WSCFFI) to develop a program supporting our mutual goals and interests
similar to what was done when we established the Grande
Ronde River property acquisition program with the Wild
Steelhead Coalition. We are very close to finalizing a contract
with the WSCFFI that will enable IEFFC members to make
large donations ($1000 minimum) that will be held to be used
for education and conservation projects identified by the
IEFFC. The donors will, in turn, qualify for 501(c)(3) exemptions. We are excited about the prospects of being able to support ongoing and new projects through the generosity of our
members because of this unique opportunity. We will have
more information soon, once things are finalized and we have
all the details ironed out.
Tight lines,
Jon
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FRED SHIOSAKI
August 23, 1924 - April 10, 2021
Fred was born on August 23,1924, in Spokane, Washington, the fourth of five siblings. He grew up in the Hillyard
neighborhood of north Spokane where his parents Tori
and Kisaburo Shiosaki owned and operated the Hillyard
Laundry. By his own admission, Fred was an average
student but enjoyed extracurricular activities - he ran
track and participated in the photography club in high
school.

After graduating from John R. Rogers High School, Fred
started college at Gonzaga University. However, he eventually left his studies, and against his parents’ wishes,
volunteered to join the US Army. He enlisted in the allJapanese-American 442nd Regimental Combat Team.

As a member of ‘K’’ company in the 442nd, Fred and his fellow soldiers fought
valiantly in Italy and France. The 442nd, made up of Japanese-Americans from
Hawaii and the mainland, became one of the most decorated units in American
military history. In the rescue of the Lost Battalion – the rescue operation of the
Texas soldiers who were trapped by German forces deep in the forest, the
famed 442nd sustained massive casualties during the rescue. Fred was one of
only 17 out of 186 ‘K’ Company soldiers to survive the rescue operation. He
was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.

After the war, with a rank of staff sergeant, Fred returned to Washington state to resume college at
the University of Washington. However, he eventually returned to Spokane and Gonzaga University. He graduated from Gonzaga University in 1949 with a Chemistry degree. Fred was urged by
his college advisors to pursue a graduate degree at the UW, but he couldn’t stand being separated
from his future wife, Lily, so decided against it. In 1955, Fred married Lily Nakai who remained the
love of his life for more than 70 years.

Fred started his career at Hollister-Stier Laboratory, a pharmaceutical company in
Spokane, followed by a short stint at Kaiser Aluminum. In 1957, he landed the job
as City chemist with Spokane's Health Department and remained in that position
through 1967.

A lifelong advocate for the environment, Fred was the founding director of the
Spokane Air Pollution Control Authority. He was recruited to oversee the environmental program of the Washington Water Power Company, now Avista Utilities.
He also had a long commitment to public service. In 1990 Fred was appointed to
the Washington State Ecological Commission by Governor Booth Gardner and
chaired the commission through 1998. In 1999, Governor Gary Locke appointed
him to serve on the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission, where he served for eight years.
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FRED SHIOSAKI
August 23, 1924 - April 10, 2021
Fred was instrumental in securing funds for a new Fish
and Wildlife Department regional headquarters in the
Spokane Valley including a $1.9 million laboratory. The
facility was renamed to honor him.
One of Fred’s great passions was fly-fishing. Fred used
to unwind from intense days by tying flies in his basement. He enjoyed spending time with fellow fly-fishermen
from the Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club, and fishing
‘catch and release’ at fly-only lakes across eastern
Washington, Idaho and Montana. Fred was a valuable
member of the IEFFC. He served as President in 1978
and was Fly Fisherman of the Year in 1979. He was a
strong supporter of Kid’s Fishing Day and served as the
club chairman for this event for many years. When Fred
relocated to the west side of the state his absence was
felt by the entire club.
In 2011, long overdue, at the Capitol in Washington DC,
Fred and fellow Veterans of the 442nd were awarded the
Congressional Gold Medal for their service.

Fred was preceded in death by his parents, Tori
and Kisaburo Shiosaki and his brothers George, Roy
and Floyd Shiosaki, sister Blanche Okamoto and his beloved wife Lily (Nakai) Shiosaki. He is survived by his
daughter, Nancy, son, Michael and son-in-law, Edward, and numerous nieces and nephews.

We will certainly miss his infectious laugh and the most genuine smile you have ever seen.

ROSTER CHANGES
If we have missed your information, please send it in to our gmail address.
flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com.

OFFICERS
Jon Bowne—President
Bob Johnson—Treasurer
Jerry Harms—Board Member

Rich Semler—Vice President
Matt Andersen—Board Member

Denny Carson—Secretary
Doug Brossoit—Board Member

Steve Dixon—Membership Chairman

Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2020 Roster. If you have inquiries
send an email to mail.ieffc@gmail.com
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FISHING BUDDY
By Bob Schmitt
A NEW SERVICE FOR OUR MEMBERS
WANNA GO FISHIN?
If you’re one of our elderly members who may feel it’s not safe to fish alone anymore, or you’re a Club member who hasn’t been able to connect with other members, or you’re a new member who isn’t familiar with our local lakes, please read
on.
In an effort to promote more togetherness and camaraderie within our Club,
we’re initiating a project whereby you can put your name on a list indicating
you’d like to fish with a Club member. You’ll be contacted to set up a fishing trip
for the two of you. You’ll need to specify whether it’s lake or stream fishing you
prefer. You can also target a specific body of water, (like Amber Lake).
This new service is meant to get some of our members out fishing once in a while
and for new members who haven’t had a chance to get acquainted with some of
our local lakes.
Here’s how this new service will work: If you’d like to go fishing with one of our
members, email the Fly Leaf Editor at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. On a bi-weekly
basis these requests will be forwarded to the coordinator who will contact you to
set up a fishing trip.

KID’S FISHING DAY CANCELLED
For the second year in a row, Kid’s Fishing Day has
been cancelled by WDFW. We are hopeful that this important event will return in 2022 and WDFW currently
has it on the calendar for next year.
We will continue to monitor the status of this event and
know that when it does return the IEFFC will again supply a number of volunteers to assist in making it the success it has been in past years.
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PROJECTS AND GRANTS
By Jerry McBride
Projects
Amber Lake
A project to renew the crushed rock at the Amber Lake boat launch is
scheduled for May 24, 2021. We are teaming up with the Spokane Fly
Fishers. WDFW Covid-19 rules allow a total of 10 people for the project. Dan Dziekan from WDFW counts as one, so between the IEFFC
and Spokane Fly Fishers we will field nine volunteers. Spokane Fly
Fishers are splitting the cost with us and are supplying five volunteers
to work alongside our four volunteers. Our team consists of Doug
Brossoit, Lee Funkhouser, Guy Gregory and Jerry McBride. John
Bennett has agreed to be an alternate in case a volunteer cannot make
it due to unforeseen circumstances. The IEFFC will be furnishing a box lunch for the work crew.
Dan Dziekan will oversee the project. The launch will be closed for the day.
Fin Clipping
Fin clipping at the hatchery is scheduled for September 27 and 28, 2021. We have
committed to supply six volunteers each day. When we get closer to the date I will
be recruiting volunteers. The other six volunteers each day will be supplied by the
Spokane Fly Fishers. Region 1 Fisheries Biologist Randy Osborne explained to me
that the fin clipped fish are destined for Long Lake. The purpose of the fin clipping
is to identify these fish and note the difference with naturally spawned fish. Also, if
the fish pass over Long Lake Dam and end up in Lake Roosevelt anglers will be able to identify them
and harvest them since only fin clipped fish may be kept.
Bayley Lake Spawning Channel
A date has not yet been set to clean out the spawning channel at Bayley Lake.
Most likely it will be in September. I will be recruiting volunteers when we get
closer and have set a date. This is a fun project for 10 volunteers. We meet in
Chewelah and have breakfast then proceed to Bayley Lake. It usually takes
between two and three hours to clean out the spawning channel and renew the
gravel spawning beds. We have lunch and then spend the rest of the day fishing Bayley Lake.
Sign at Medical Lake
There is a possibility that we will be furnishing an additional sign at the Medical Lake city
park. The cost of the sign and the frame are in the Project and Grants budget for this year.
WDFW and the City of Medical Lake must sign off on the project.
Grants
We have given out grants of $150 each to the Lands Council and Friends of the Little Pend Oreille.
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APRIL PRESENTATION
Contact Information
We had three enjoyable presentations at our April meeting and contact information was given during
those presentations. If you have additional questions and need to contact the speakers we have included the information below. For Guy Gregory you can consult the IEFFC roster or send questions to the newsletter website. For The WDFW personnel the information is as follows:
Randy Osborne
Bill Baker
Jeremy Trump
JoLynn Beauchene

509-892-1001

District Biologist

Spokane, Whitman and
Lincoln Counties
509-563-5499
District Biologist
Stevens, Ferry and Pend
Oreille Counties
509-382-1005
District Biologist
Asotin, Garfield, Colum
bia and Walla Walla
Counties
WDFW Enforcement Officer
Jolynn.Beauchene@dfw.wa.gov

FACE TO FACE FOR MAY MEETING
Let’s Get Back to Business
The IEFFC Board has decided that it’s time to meet again. We know there will be some members who will
not be at the May meeting and we respect everyone’s decision. The thought is that we miss the camaraderie.
We miss discussing where the fishing is hot and finding out where it’s not. Hell...we even miss the poacher.
We hope that there are enough members wanting to meet to make this worthwhile. You might call it an experiment that we need to conduct. We have a number of issues to resolve and the only way to do it is by
meeting. Here are some details.
First: Note that Mukogawa no longer hosts groups like ours, so we are meeting at the Spokane Airport Ramada. The address is 8909 W. Airport Drive for those who want to use GPS for the ride over.
Second: We aren’t sure how many will show up. Jon is doing a survey to get an estimate because we need
to have at least 50 for dinner.
Third: How will the food be. Hmmm...I guess we will find out, but a few of us have eaten there and it has
been pretty good.
Fourth: We do not have our own bartender. We have to order drinks from them. Opens up the choices,
so this should work out.
Fifth: This we expect to be an issue, but the dinner price is up to $30.00. We hope that is not a deterrent
and we must point out that the club is absorbing $2.50 of the charge, as the actual price with tax and gratuity
is $32.50. This is the best deal we came across when we were researching a new site.
I don’t know about you, but we are anxious to get back to meeting in person. We have missed the meetings
and are hearing that many of you have also missed getting together.
Let’s have a great turnout and get back together.

NOTE: IF THE GOVERNOR PLACES US BACK IN PHASE TWO WE WILL CONTACT
THE MEMBERSHIP WITH ZOOM INFORMATION.
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FLY OF THE MONTH
Copper John Beadhead Nymph

May 2021

John Barr

One of the most popular flies to fish today, John Barr created a keeper with this pattern. The secret to
this fly's success is the fact that the heavy weight allows the Copper John to remain at the bottom of
streams and rivers when fished. It is recommended to have the Copper John in a variety of colors and
sizes throughout your nymph box. John recommends sizes 14, 16 & 18 in copper, red, black and chartreuse.
A video tutorial is located on the home page at our website or at the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMGE9FDw-X0
Hook: Allen Fly Fishing S402BL. Sizes 14, 16 & 18.
Bead: Tungsten. Black or Gold.
Thread: Black 8/0.
Weight: .015 Lead Wire.
Tail: Black Goose Biots.
Body: Black Ultra Wire. Size Brassie.
Wing Case: Black Thin Skin and Holographic Tinsel Covered with
Epoxy or Glass Glue.
Thorax: Peacock Herl.
Legs: Black Hen Back Fibers.
Step One: Slip the bead onto the hook and then put the hook in the vise. Wrap the lead
wire approximately 13 times, trim and push it tight to the bead. Start your thread at the
bead and lock the lead wire in place. End up bringing the thread towards the bend in the
hook in preparation of tying in the tail.
Step Two: Attach two goose biots forming a “V” and secure tightly. Once they are
locked in place trim the excess behind the thread. Tie in a significant piece of the brassie
black ultra wire by placing the wire up to the lead wrappings so it forms a smooth transition point. Once the ultra wire is secured continue wrapping with the thread to form a
smooth taper towards the bead.
Step Three: Now wrap the ultra wire firmly, keeping the wraps as close to the previous
wrap as possible. Continue to where the thorax would be formed. Secure the end and
trim the wire. Tie in a piece of the holographic flash which will become part of the wing
case. Then tie in a strip of black thin skin over the flash as the other part of the wing
case. Secure and trim as needed, but leave it trailing until we add the thorax and legs.
Step Four: Choose 3-4 peacock herl fibers and secure them near the bead and pointing to
the bend of the hook. Wrap them around the hook shank next to the bead to form the
thorax. Lock the ends in with the thread and trim the excess. Prepare the hen back
feather by trimming off the point to create a “V” at the end of the feather. Tie it in
loosely at the bead and adjust the leg length by pulling the feather back. Then lock in
with the thread and trim.
Step Five: Pull the thin skin and tinsel back over the peacock thorax and secure at the
bead. Trim the excess and whip finish. Now to make it official add a drop of epoxy or
glass glue to the top of the wing case to form a bead and cure as needed. Now take it to
your favorite stream or river and catch fish.
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TEACH A TEENAGER TO FLY FISH

GIVE BIG—ASK A FRIEND
Fly Fishers International is participating in GiveBig Washington, the regionwide giving event May 4-5. We’ve
got a matching fund that will double whatever you donate up to a maximum $3,000. Your $10 donation then
becomes $20. Your $25 donation becomes $50. This matching fund makes all our efforts more productive.
Share this information with a friend. The link to donate is listed below.
https://www.givebigwa.org/WSCFFI

JOINING FFI
There is no better time to consider joining FFI than now. It’s easy and you will be joining a
number of IEFFC members already involved in the organization.

To Join FFI simply go to the website listed:
http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/
Click Membership, Click join, then the blue round button.
Join the FFI today
Fly Fishers International
Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing
The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club
FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner
The WSCFFI through your support can continue our mission to conserve and restore our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish
and fisheries.

Submissions for publication in The Fly Leaf can be made by contacting the IEFFC at
flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles should be submitted by the last Friday of the month
for inclusion in the following months newsletter.

