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October Presentation  

Member Fly Tying 

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

Six weeks of light duty and I’ve finally been released 

for driving, lifting, fishing, and cage fighting. Maybe 

I’ll get a chance to get out and lose some flies before 

everything freezes up. 

 

It looks like our meetings will continue to be hybrids 

of in-person and Zoom. We lost money on our Sep-

tember meeting because over thirty people said they 

were going to show up and only nineteen of those 

did.  We are charged by the venue on how many 

meals they prepare for us and they planned on thirty 

plus a few extra. We had to pay the difference. If you 

plan to attend the meetings, but change your mind, 

please let the Flyleaf editor know at least five days in 

advance. 

 

The most important issue right now is our board of 

directors crisis. Due to a board resignation we do not 

have anyone to fill the president’s chair for 2022. 

Denny Carson, our current secretary, could jump 

over the vice president’s chair and become the presi-

dent but that would leave the VP and secretary chair 

vacant.  It is time for someone to step forward and 

volunteer to take up a position and to “work through 

the chairs”. 

 

For those who have not yet served in a position of 

responsibility in the club, I ask that you consider giv-

ing back to the club in consideration of all it has 

done for you. I will be making calls over the next 

weeks to ask members to step up. Better yet, you can 

call or text me and tell me you’re ready to serve.  

For our October meeting we have decided to 

showcase the fly tying skills of several members.  

We will be setting up tables where each member 

will be tying and you can move from site to site to 

observe how various “favorites” are tied.   

 

This should be a fun and informative activity.  We 

are looking forward to seeing many of you take 

advantage of these experienced tyers. 

 

Currently included among the tyers are Bryan 

Harman, Jerry McBride, Phil Beck and Chet 

Allison. 

For zoom we will be moving the camera from ta-

ble to table which will allow you to remotely ob-

serve the tying.  Look for the zoom link in the 

next few days. 

President’s Message (continued). 

You can reach me at 509-850-6009 . 

 

Our next meeting will be a “Tie In”. I’m experi-

menting with a method in which I will be able to 

focus a portable camera on an individual tyer and 

then move to the next. If you would like to partici-

pate in demonstrating one of your favorite patterns, 

contact Rich Semler. (He’s in the roster that you 

lost.) 

 

I look forward to seeing you at the next meeting ei-

ther in-person or online. Stay safe, stay well, and 

don’t lick anybody. 
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EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 

SCHOLARSHIP 

We received letters of thank you from the University and from the student receiving the IEFFC –

Legacy Committee Scholarship.  Here are the replies.   
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ROSTER CHANGES 

 

If we have missed your information, please send it in to our gmail address. 

flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com.     

Several of you have seen the proof documents of our Fly of the Month compilation from the Flyleaf, published 

between 1990-2020. I've been gratified by the interest in a hard copy of this document. We’re working on get-

ting it in the best condition we can for publication, and we anticipate getting it to the printer in mid-October. In 

the meantime, here's a little teaser of what the document looks like, featuring our Gene Lorenson's work over 

24 years of Flyleaf publication.  

The final document is 325 printed pages long, including the index. For those of you interested in a hard copy, 

we've set up an order page so you can pre-order copies. Copies will be wire bound to lay flat, with card stock 

cover and back, Our initial estimate is that copies will be available to members at a price in the neighborhood of 

$40 per copy.  

Please respond with your name, and the number of copies you'd like at the following link: 

fotmorders@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS 

Jon Bowne—President  Rich Semler—Vice President  Denny Carson—Secretary 

Bob Johnson—Treasurer  Matt Andersen—Board Member  Doug Brossoit—Board Member 

Jerry Harms—Board Member Bob Schmitt—Membership Chairman 

Contact information for all Officers, Directors, and Committee Chairs are in the 2020 Roster. If you have inquiries 

send  an email to mail.ieffc@gmail.com 

FLY OF THE MONTH PUBLICATION 

By Guy Gregory 

mailto:fotmorders@gmail.com
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WHITETAIL LAKE 

By Lee Funkhouser 

Whitetail Lake 
Whitetail Lake is a beautiful lake, its surface is smooth as glass. 

But getting up to Whitetail Lake is a genuine pain in the ass. 

I was introduced to Whitetail Lake four years ago by my friend Jerry McBride.  He told me a little about the lake and I was 

easily convinced to give it a try.  That week was one of the greatest weeks of fishing I have experienced and now Whitetail 

Lake for me is an annual event.  

For those who have not heard of Whitetail Lake, it is north of Cranbrook and has a 

long history with our club.  There are several IEFFC members memorialized with 

a group of the locals by having their names engraved on a memorial bench next to 

the boat launch.  Among the most recent names added are Al Cunningham and 

George Potter.  We also have a special link to the lake through Jerry’s friendship 

with former camp hosts Dave and Jill White, who still reside in Canal Flats. 

This year the trip was put together with tremendous haste as Jerry and I were re-

turning from fishing in Alaska and had just a three day turn around.  We had to 

have a negative Covid test within 72 hours of entering Canada, as well as our vac-

cination card and passport.  We got everything put together and when we hit the border 

there were surprisingly no problems.   

With our greatest obstacle now behind us we had a quick lunch in Cranbrook and then headed to 

Canal Flats.  There we turned off the highway and onto the “road from hell”.  Twenty-seven kilome-

ters to go and we started wondering if we could make it before dark.  Jerry said that in all the years 

he has come, it was the roughest he had seen the road.  An hour and a half later we spotted the lake.  

We entered the campground and were surprised to see it over half full.  We were pleased to get a site 

next to the water and enjoyed our own dock.  We saw that the White’s were there and went to their 

site to have a beer with Dave and Jill.  They were the ones to let us know the fishing had been tough.  

That was certainly not what we wanted to hear. 

We started our first day in the “flats” where we could see the fish either swim away from our flies or 

completely ignore them.  I could go into the details but suffice it to say that the four days we fished 

were very similar.  We never caught more than seven fish between us in a day, but the good news 

was that neither one of us experienced a day where we were skunked.   

I do need to add that there were certainly some high points.  The fish were all big and we experienced a couple breakoffs and 

at least one bent hook.  The bent hook was special as it occurred because of Jerry’s attempt to “match the hatch”.   It was the 

third afternoon and we pumped a fish in hopes of finding the magic bullet.  The pumping produced a small sow bug, an en-

cased caddis, and a small light green blood worm with a small amount of orange tint.  The next morning Jerry tied up some 

super thin, light green blood worms.  That afternoon I put on one of the bloodworms and in short order I was fighting a large 

rainbow.  I fought him for a reasonable time and then it was like he just let go.  He had bent the hook.  In trying to make the 

blood worm fly match the real worm, Jerry had used a very thin hook.  My “horsing” the fish was too much for the hook, but 

one has to be impressed with Jerry’s magical touch in matching the hatch.  I know I was impressed. 

Our moment of satisfaction came the last day when one of the Canadians greeted another as he was coming in for the day.   

“So, how was it?”   

“All day and only one fish.”   

“Well, that was better than me.  I had one on, but he broke me off.” 

I guess our three fish days looked a lot better after hearing that. 

The trip was magical, and we have all experienced tough days.  They often just make us more deter-

mined and that’s how I feel about going back up next year.  I know Jerry is going and I am already 

looking forward to it.  I don’t even mind facing the “road from hell” once again. 

Memorial Bench 

Smooth as glass 

Lee and Jerry 
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BAYLEY LAKE SPAWNING CHANNEL 

By Jerry McBride 

 

Our annual trip to repair the Bayley Lake spawning channel was another success story.  We were un-

able to clear the channel last year due to Covid concerns so the need this year was extreme.   

 

 

An able crew of ten members was assembled on Sep-

tember 25th and the transformation was spectacular.  

The group included five veterans and five new recruits 

and everyone worked well together.  The channel is 

clear and covered in gravel, which should provide excel-

lent spawning beds for the trout.  The members volun-

teering were Jerry McBride, Bob Schmitt, Jim At-

hearn, Bob Johnson, Jake Nelson, Bill Papesh, Scott 

Fink, Phil Beck, Chet Allison and Lee Funkhouser. 

 

Breakfast was provided by the IEFFC at the Maverick’s 

Restaurant in Colville and Bob Schmitt brought an excel-

lent lunch for everyone.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the completion of the project the group headed over to the lake for some fishing.  Unfortu-

nately the fish were not informed that we were working on their behalf and they were very tough to 

catch.  A few made it to member nets and they were mostly big, healthy fish.  Hopefully next season 

they will be more cooperative. 

 

 

 

 

Before After The Gravel Guys 

Did I Back In Too Far? 

The Crew 

Phil with both hands full 
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FIN CLIPPING 

By Jerry McBride 

A mighty group of IEFFC warriors headed to the hatchery on September 27th and 28th to perform 

adipose fin-ectomies on thousands of tiny fish.  This is one of our most difficult projects and the ex-

treme weather didn’t make it any easier.  The rain on Monday was an absolute downpour, but our 

members stayed the course and upwards of 50,000 little trout had their fins clipped. 

 

For those of you not familiar with the process, it starts with the fish being anesthetized.  While they 

are briefly immobile a group of amateur surgeons carefully take the fish in their hands and trim off 

the adipose fin with micro scissors.  Speed is essential because the fish gain mobility quickly and a 

squirming two inch fish is likely to lose more than an adipose fin.  It takes courage to perform this 

function knowing that their lives are literally in your hands. 

 

The members volunteering were Jerry McBride, Skip Cavanaugh, Bill Papesh, Guy Gregory, 

Jim Athearn, Phil Beck, Floyd Holmes, and Mark Pinch.  Thank you all for your efforts. 

LAKE CLOSURES 

WDFW MANUAL 

A number of area lakes are set to close on September 1st.  Included in that group are some of our 

favorites.  At the same time, there are a number of lakes that are open for one or two months more.  

Here are some of the upcoming closures. 

 

September 30th:  Badger Lake, Coffeepot Lake, Fish Lake, Fishtrap Lake,  West Medical Lake, 

and Williams Lake. 

 

October 31st:   Bayley Lake, Chapman Lake, Lake Chopaka, Clear Lake,  Liberty Lake, Long 

Lake (Ferry County), Loon Lake, and McDowell Lake. 

 

November 30th:   Deer Lake, Dry Falls Lake, Lenice Lake, Lenore Lake, Medical Lake, and Nun-

nally Lake. 

 

Always double check the regulations before you go. 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
 

Olive Bloodworm    October 2021        Jerry McBride

Recently Lee Funkhouser and I were at one of our favorite lakes in BC.  I throat pumped a fish and it had a small 

olive bloodworm in it.  This prompted a lengthy discussion about blood worms.  Most blood worms are red or 

maroon, but there are some green, olive and even a combination of red and green or olive. 

 

The next morning it was still a little early to get on the water so I got my fly tying stuff and tied up a few olive 

blood worms.  Later that day Lee caught a fish on one of the flies I had tied.  Since the fish we were targeting had 

rejected pretty much everything we had thrown at them we considered it to be quite an achievement. 

 

 

Hook: MFC (Montana Fly Company) 7048GBL Size 10 (Gold Plated) 

 

Thread: UNI-Thread 72D 8/0 W Olive 

 

V-rib: UTC Vinyl Rib SM Olive 

 

  

1. Start thread at bend of hook. 

 

 

 

2. Cut a taper on the end of the v-rib and tie in at the bend of the hook. 

 

 

 

3. Line hook with touching turns to just behind the eye.  It is easier to 

make wraps if you reposition the hook in the vise as you go along.  

Half-hitch the thread behind the eye. 

 

 

 

4. Wrap the v-rib forward with the round side out in touching turns.  

Again it is easier if you reposition the hook in the vise as you go along. 

 

 

 

5. Tie off the v-rib, trim off excess v-rib and whip finish. 

 

 

 

6. Put a small amount of head cement to secure the whip finished head. 

 



Submissions for publication in The Fly Leaf can be made by contacting the IEFFC at  

flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com.    Articles should be submitted by the last Friday of the month 

for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

JOINING FFI 

There is no better time to consider joining FFI than now.  It’s easy and you will be joining a 

number of IEFFC members already involved in the organization.   

 

To Join FFI simply go to the website listed:  
 http://www.flyfishersinternational.org/ 

Click Membership, Click join, then the blue round button. 

Join the FFI today 

Fly Fishers International 

Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing 

 

The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club 

FFI Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner 

The WSCFFI through your support can continue our mission to conserve and re-

store our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish 

and fisheries. 

FLY FISHERS INTERNATIONAL 

Virtual Expo 2021 

 


