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GENERAL MEETING 

INLAND EMPIRE FLY FISHING CLUB 

MUKOGAWA FORT WRIGHT INSTITUTE 

COMMONS 

November 8th, 2016 

Wet Fly Hour: 5:30 p.m. 

Dinner: 6:30 p.m. 

Editors: Lee Funkhouser and Guy Gregory 

NOVEMBER PROGRAM 

David Paul Williams 

This month we have one 
of the top authorities on 
fly fishing for bass.  David 
Paul Williams will be giv-
ing his talk on Washing-
ton's Best Smallmouth 
Bass Waters.  
David is the author of the 
book Fly Fishing for West-

ern Smallmouth and has fished many of Washing-
ton’s best bass 
fisheries.  The 
presentation will 
be a good one and 
certainly a presen-
tation you don’t 
want to miss.   

Presidents Message (continued) 

And what a great way to work with other members. 

Please reach out to me or one of the board members if 

you’re interested.  My best to you all,  Skip  

Well,  I just got back last night from a 6 day annual 

customer conference in Las Vegas. It was the defini-

tion of work hard - play hard.   

The Eagles have the biggest game of the year at 

home tomorrow against the Montana Griz and we 

have friends and family coming to town to attend the 

game. It’s supposed to be wet and chilly and I’m a 

little nervous about the Eags passing game with the 

forecast being what it is.  Go Eags! 

I’m really looking forward to our upcoming meeting 

and hearing all the stories from a number of our fel-

low member’s recent Steelhead trips. I have plans to 

try and get out in the next few weeks and I’m very 

excited about that.   

It was nice to receive an email this week from the 

International Federation of Fly Fishers asking mem-

bers to participate in a survey. Following is the ob-

jective of the survey: “The survey is designed to 

help IFFF get some new perspectives on what we 

see as the key priorities for the IFFF moving for-

ward”.  This is refreshing to see! It validates what 

we’ve heard over the last 9 months that they were 

going to be much more proactive with understanding 

the needs and wants of the membership. This is a 

very good tactical step, and gives us a chance to 

share our thoughts and perspective for IFFF’s future 

direction.  I encourage all of us who received the 

email to take the five minutes it takes to complete 

the survey.   

For those members who are new members or have 

not participated in a committee or time on the board 

please consider it.  This is a service club and we 

have an ongoing need for membership participation  

Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club—Spokane, Washington 

 
TOYS FOR TOTS 

 

Don’t forget to bring a toy or a cash donation 

to this months meeting.  We have been a 

strong contributor to Toys for Tots and it is an 

important program for those who are less for-

tunate.   

Let’s help our area children have a Merry 

Christmas.   
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DID YOU KNOW 

By Jerry McBride 

 

Longtime member George Potter cele-

brates his 90th birthday in November so it 

is fitting that I write about him in this 

month’s newsletter. 

 

George grew up in California and served in 

the US Navy during WWII.  After discharge 

from the Navy in 1945, he took advantage 

of the GI bill to attend college studying for-

estry, first at San Jose State and, then later 

at the University of Montana.  Unfortu-

nately the GI Bill funding for George ran 

out with about a year left to graduate so he 

moved back to California.  He worked as a 

surveyor and traffic engineer for a variety of local government entities and then went to work for a 

company that supplied equipment for cattle feed milling and feed lot equipment.  Through this job 

he got to know Carter Miller Company in Spokane that did this same work.  They offered him a job 

in Spokane and he accepted it.  After several years George started his own company named Feed 

Systems Incorporated.  For the next 40 years George’s company supplied feed milling and feed lot 

equipment all over the US, western Canada and North Africa.  Customers ranged from operations 

that had 500 head of cattle to ones that had 100,000 head of cattle.  He made over 50 business trips 

to places like Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Turkey.  George has maps of the US and of 

the world in his basement with colored pins to mark where he has traveled.  Red pins are for busi-

ness and there are probably at least 100 on the maps.  George traveled to some of these locations as 

many as 20 times. 

 

George sold his business and retired a few years ago. 

 

White pins on his maps designate places where George and his wife Sula have skied.  They skied 

extensively in western US and Canada.  George and Sula had a motor home set up for winter camp-

ing so they could stay overnight at various 

skiing destinations.  George finally hung up 

his skis when he turned 80. 

 

George said in all his travels to North Africa 

he never had any problems and never felt in 

danger.  That probably would not be case in 

today’s world. 

 

 

Happy Birthday George!! 
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DID YOU KNOW 

By Jerry McBride 

Randy Shaber grew up in a military family and 

lived in many different states and Europe.  He 

graduated from WSU with degrees in Zoology and 

Microbiology/Public Health.  He worked for 36 

years as a Pathologist Assistant, initially at Sacred 

Heart Hospital and Pathology Associates.  Under 

the direction of a Pathologist M.D., his job was to 

dissect and examine surgical specimens including 

everything from small biopsies to entire lungs and 

complete autopsies. 

 

The last 16 years of years of his career, Randy 

worked in the newly established Spokane County 

Medical Examiner's Office, which replaced the 

elected Coroner with appointed Forensic Patholo-

gists M.D.s.  Randy worked Monday thru Friday 

assisting with autopsies and one week a month 

was on call for death scene investigations.  The 

Medical Examiner's Office serves much of eastern 

Washington and northern Idaho, determining the 

cause and manner of death in suspicious, unnatural 

or unattended deaths.  Randy was involved with 

thousands of cases, including many you may have read about in the newspaper.  For legal and ethi-

cal reasons, Randy can't discuss individual cases, so please don't ask.  All in all, Randy enjoyed the 

challenges of his career, but never got used to the smells, "you just learned to put up with them". 

 

Fishing wise, Randy got hooked on Steelheading years ago, pursuing them much of the year includ-

ing an annual two week trip to the Skeena river system.  Randy and Gordon Olson became good 

friends with fellow steelheader Jimmy Green, who built a house on the Grande Ronde after retiring 

as head rod designer from Fenwick.  Thru Jimmy, Gordon and Randy were introduced to two hand 

rods, learning to build them from scratch using sheets of graphite, metal mandrels and cooking 

them in an oven in the garage.  There weren't many good lines available for the two hand rods and 

Gordon and Randy where some of the first to develop and use the shorter Skagit/Skandi style lines 

so popular today.  Years ago, Randy got tired of slipping and filling his waders, so came up with a 

solution.  He now sews and seals a Gortex top to his waders, with entry zippers across the shoulders 

and always wears a life jacket. He is dryer and safer, especially as he gets older. He is currently 

working to incorporate a waterproof zipper into his waders for quicker relief. 

Remember to mark your calendars for the December meeting change.  The big 

room is not available the second Tuesday so the meeting is moved up:  

CHRISTMAS/HOLIDAY RAFFLE 

FIRST TUESDAY OF DECEMBER— (December 6th) 
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ROSTER CHANGES 

 

 

If you find errors or have changes for the 2016 roster, please let us know.  Also let us know if those 

changes can be put in The Fly Leaf.  There are blank pages at the end of the book to allow for new 

members and we will be updating the information throughout the year. 

December 6th Meeting-Annual Holiday Raffle/Auction 
 

The month of December always brings us our Holiday or Christmas Raffle where 

members only get the opportunity to obtain great mostly fishing related items. De-

cember 6th is this special day this year and note it’s the first Tuesday in December 

this year! Your Raffle Committee is able to purchase or receive through donation hun-

dreds of items that you will get a chance to own from the Raffle or bid on at the Silent 

Auction. We are still trying to procure some more fishing trips from our members as 

well as discounted trips from guides. Do you know of a guide who might offer a 2 for 

1 fishing trip? Are you a member of a private club where you might take the winning 

Club member if they win the raffle? We again have procured a stay at Hill’s Resort on 

Priest Lake, Idaho for the winning member. 

Besides the items that the Club purchases for the Raffle, we ask that the membership 

also furnish items that your fellow fly fisherman would love to own. Many of you 

have the talents to tie great fly patterns, donate your own guided trip to a special fish-

ing place, and give fishing and non-fishing related items for the Raffle. You can bring 

these items to the meeting on December 6th or make contact with one of the Raffle 

Committee members to arrange pickup ahead of time. Some of our Raffle Committee 

members include Gordon Olson, Randy Shaber, Rick Ripley and Stephen Aspinwall. 

A few days ahead of the Raffle we will email a listing of those items that we have pro-

cured up to that point. This will give those (who have email) the chance to peruse the 

list for those items that you most want and make arrangements with friends to col-

laborate your tickets or bidding for your most desired item or fishing trip. Some of the 

Raffle goodies include the ability to purchase an item or fishing trip at discount. 

Please remember to support those manufacturers, guides and retailers who contribute 

to this fund raising activity. 

See you at the Raffle and bring lots of extra money to buy lots of tickets and opportu-

nities for great goodies! 

Your Raffle Committee 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 

 

 Clouser Minnow      November 2016     Bob Clouser

This fly is a standard that can be used in salt water as well as fresh water.  Why feature it here?  

Well it is a great streamer fly for area lakes, rivers and a fly that can be used very effectively at 

Rocky Ford.  The fly imitates one of the food sources that area fish attack aggressively so make 

sure you have the proper tippet to keep that fish attached.  

Hook: Streamer hook - sizes 1/0 through 8.  

Thread: White. 

Eyes: Dumbbell eyes (size to match hook). 

Belly: White deer tail. 

Flash: Krystal Flash. 

Back: Chartreuse deer tail. 

Head: Tying thread. 

Head coating: Cement or epoxy 

 

1. Build a knob with the thread 2/3 of the way up the hook shank 

from the bend.  Make sure you are not too close to the eye of the 

hook so you can build a conical head. 

 

 

 

2. Place the dumbbell eyes on the knob and attach by diagonally 

wrapping the thread.  Do not do a figure eight.  Instead wrap one 

diagonal for 6 or 7 wraps and then wrap the opposite way while 

straightening the eyes. 

 

 

 

3. Take a few strands of white deer tail and, while forming an oval, 

attach at a diagonal to the front of the hook shank.  Tie in with the 

thread forming a conical shape which will become the head.  Then 

tie the section behind the eyes keeping all the strands pointing di-

agonally to keep them all on top of the shank.  Tie back to just in 

front of the bend. 

4. Turn the vice over to tie the next two items.  Select a few strands 

of  Krystal flash and wrap the strand onto the thread.  Wrap the 

thread and secure the flash.  Then take a few strands of chartreuse 

deer tail and, while forming an oval, attach to the front of the 

hook shank.  Finish forming the conical head with the white 

thread and then whip finish to complete the fly.  Coat the head 

with the epoxy or cement.  

 

 



Submissions for publication in the Fly Leaf can be made by contacting Lee Funkhouser at flyleaf.ieffc@gmail.com. Articles 

should be submitted by the last Friday of the month for inclusion in the following months newsletter.  

IFFF Report 
By Chet Allison 

To Join FFF simply go to the website listed. 

  
 http://www.fedflyfishers.org/, click Membership, click join then the blue 

round button Join the FFF today 

International Federation of Fly Fishers 

Conserve, Restore and Educate Through Fly Fishing 

 

The Inland Empire Fly Fishing Club 

IFFF Charter Member and McKenzie Plaque Winner 

The WSCIFFF through your support can continue our mission to conserve and restore 

our resources, and educate fly fishers in our sport and grow advocacy for fish and fish-

eries. 

 

Richmond Tube Roll 

This piece is modular in design, working with a variety of tubes and lengths. It features 
four pockets, which fit tubes up to 2” in diameter or smaller, and 34” long. At the same 
time, it will accommodate two tubes as short as 24” without flinching. With its burly English 
bridle leather strap and handle, it’s perfect for that Alaskan float plane trip you’ve been 
planning, or for throwing on your back for that last minute motorcycle ride to the Maine 
lakes.  

     
 

Sells new for 289.95 plus tax never used sell for $280.00 

Chet Allison 509-362-5320 or 329-0118 leave message at either number 

Richmond Tube Roll 
Chet Allison 

http://www.fedflyfishers.org/

